
What is form?

I can:  
•  Identify ABA form.  
• Compare and contrast two pieces of music 

in ABA form.  
•Create a product in ABA form.

ALCOS 
K.4, K.14; K.16; 1.4, 1.15; 2.3, 2.4, 2.15; 2.17; 
3.3, 3.4, 3.16; 3.19; 4.3, 4.4, 4.16; 4.17; 5.3, 
5.4, 5.16; 6.3, 6.4, 6.15; 6.16; 6.18 

Plan and Make 
Select and develop musical ideas for defined purposes and contexts.

Analyze    
Analyze how the structure and context of varied musical works inform the response.

Interpret 
Support interpretations of musical works that reflect creators’/performers’ expressive intent.

Connect 
Relate musical ideas and works to varied contexts and daily life to deepen understanding.

K-3 Activity 
Listen to another piece of music in ABA form. Have 
the students create movements to perform for the A  
section and contrasting movements to perform for the  
B section. For example, during the A section students 
could march to the beat. When B section is performed 
the students will stand still and tap the beat.  

4-6 Activity 
Use Song Maker on Chrome Music Lab to create an 
ABA piece of music. Use this link as a starting point 
or create your own piece. Share you work with the 
class. The Song Maker link provided:  
A - 16 beats  
B - 16 beats 
A - 16 beats 

Introduction 
- Tell the students that they will be learning about musical form. Ask the student so hypothesize the meaning of the word form. Discuss the students’ 

answers. 
- Read “What is form?” (R-7). Discuss the pictures of the bridges. What are some commonalties? What are some differences? Ask the students if they 

can think of bridges in their area that are similar to the bridges on the resource.  
- Ask the students about their favorite music. Are there commonalities between the pieces they listed? Tell the students that the bridges are like 

individual pieces of music. Each one is different, but there are similarities. Individual pieces of music will have differences, but often they will have 
similarities in their form. 

- Tell the students that they are going to learn the form of both The Blue Danube and Tritsch Tratsch Polka. Overall, the pieces have a similar form, but 
there are differences.  

- Discuss with the students that musical form is putting together individual pieces to make a whole piece of music. Show the students “Ternary 
Form” (R-8). Ternary form has three sections A-B-A. Ask the students what they notice about ABA on R-8. Tell the students within each section there 
will be individual parts. Sometimes, there will be ternary form within ternary form. Show the students R-9. Ask the students to compare R-8 and R-9.  

- Show the students the listening maps for The Blue Danube (R10) and Tritsch Tratsch Polka (R11). Have the students compare the form of the two 
pieces. After comparing, examine each piece individually. Listen to individual sections of each piece and discuss the similarities and differences in 
the sections. If time allows, compare sections between the two pieces.  

- Watch the entire performances of the The Blue Danube and Tritsch Tratsch Polka. The videos show the form using graphics used in R-10 and R-11.

Extensions 

- Use the Encyclopedia of Alabama to learn 
about the Gee’s Bend Quilter’s Collective. 
Discuss how the form of the quilts is like the 
form of a piece of music. 

- Use the “What is form?” (R7) resource to 
research famous bridges in your area and 
around the state.  

- Invite a visual artist, dancer, or even a chef to 
discuss how form is applied in their fields. 

K-3 Activity 
Have the students use an app such as Samples to 
record and loop sounds. Have the student experiment 
with creating musical patterns much like a DJ using 
the loops. The students could create an ABA piece 
using their loops. 

4-6 Activity 
Show the students this quilt from Gee’s Bend. Discuss 
how the quilt shows ABA form. Have the students 
create their own piece of art demonstrating ABA form. 
Encourage the students to use various media to 
create their art work. When finished, encourage the 
student to share their work and explain ABA form to 
others. 

All 
Grades 

Have the students brainstorm 
other ways to visually show ABA 
form. Create their own listening 

map for either The Blue Danube or 
Tritsch Tratsch Polka. Share the 

student created listening 
maps. 

https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/5897831026524160
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Song-Maker/song/5897831026524160
https://vimeo.com/512620614
https://vimeo.com/513991800
https://vimeo.com/512620614
https://vimeo.com/513991800
https://vimeo.com/512620614
https://vimeo.com/513991800
https://vimeo.com/512620614
https://vimeo.com/513991800
http://encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-4143
http://encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-4143
https://new.artsmia.org/stories/a-journey-of-quilts-how-five-of-the-famous-gees-bend-textiles-came-to-mia
https://new.artsmia.org/stories/a-journey-of-quilts-how-five-of-the-famous-gees-bend-textiles-came-to-mia
https://vimeo.com/512620614
https://vimeo.com/513991800
https://vimeo.com/512620614
https://vimeo.com/513991800


When you get a set of building blocks, there are usually instructions to build something. The 
instructions give you a step by step guide on how to build all kinds of things. Even if you didn’t 
have the instructions you probably could build something like a car or a house. Some items are in 
your memory. You can build a car or house because you know the form of a car and a house. 

Form is the structure of a piece of music. When a composer “builds” a piece of music, it’s like 
building a house made of building blocks. When you put the musical building blocks together to 
make recognizable patterns, you create musical forms. Some musical forms are like blueprints that 
are used over and over again. For instance, The Blue Danube Waltz and the TritschTratsch Polka 
are different in many ways, but they both have the same A-B-A form.

Composers know how to combine different musical sounds to create a piece of music. You should 
try building a piece of music. Use GarageBand or another music app to create a piece in ABA form. 

Bridges in your area 

Are there any historical bridges? 
How old is the oldest bridge? 

When was the newest bridge built? 
Compare the form of your bridges to other bridges around the 

state. 

Did you 
know? 

There are over 16,000 
bridges in Alabama! 

There are 11 historic 
covered bridges.  

The Edmund Pettis Bridge 
in Selma is the site where 

“Bloody Sunday” took 
place on March 7, 1965. 

What is form?

Coosa River Bridge in Gadsden, AL

Edmund Pettis Bridge in Selma, AL

Horton Mill Bridge in Blount County, AL 

Common 
Musical Forms 

Sonata-Allegro  
ABA  
AB 

Rondo 
Theme and Variation   

R-7



Ternary Form

A AB

Cracker Cheese Cracker

R-8



Ternary Form in Ternary Form

A AB

R-9



The Blue Danube

R-10

A A CodaBI 
N 
T 
R 
O 
D 
U 
C 
T 
I 
O 
N

1:14 1:42

B1

 2:47  3:05

B2

B1

B3

B4

B5

 3:23 3:41 4:22 5:15 6:37 7:23

https://vimeo.com/512620614
https://vimeo.com/512620614
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=5:15
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=4:22
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=2:47
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=7:23
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=4:22
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=1:42
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=3:41
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=3:23
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=3:05
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=6:37
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=3:05
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=2:47
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=1:14
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=3:41
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=6:37
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=3:23
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=1:42
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=5:15
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=1:14
https://vimeo.com/512620614#t=7:23


Tritsch Tratsch Polka, Op. 214
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